
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AROUND THE BEND 
Your Willowbend Community Newsletter 

November, 2022 

 

 
 
 

Board of Directors Notes 
 
At the last Board meeting the 2023 budget was 
discussed and approved.   The biggest change was, of 
course, the increased HOA fees that Stephen already 
told you about in his email.  One change was made to 
the budget you received.  $5,000.00 was moved from 
Contingency Funds to a new line item, Christmas 
Decorations for the community entrances.  
Historically,  the cost for Christmas decorations is 
about $1,200 annually. 
 
LMP will begin stump grinding after Thanksgiving for 
both the common areas and private property if you 
are on their list. 
 
We are on the list with Sarasota County for the 
Habitat entrance debris pile pick up; however, they 
can’t give us a date.   
 
The Landscape Committee requested $2,500.00 to 
purchase up to 100 $25.00 Target gift cards to be used 
as a thank you the LMP workers who made 
Willowbend their priority for hurricane cleanup.  This 
was approved. 
 
There is some confusion about submitting work 
orders through Sentry.  There is no need to create the 
workorder on the Sentry website, simply email Cheri 
at cherie.colvin@sentrymgt.com, and she will 
create the workorder for you. 
 
 
 

Community Damage 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unbelievably, we had someone cut the chain link 
fence around the Pickleball court so they could push 
the exit button and enter the court without a FOB.   
The Board and Recreation Committee will be 
working on a repair to try and keep this from 
happening again.   
 
Please keep an eye out for suspicious activity in the 
neighborhood.  If you see someone causing damage 
in the community, p contact the Sarasota County 
Sheriff’s office. 

 

Happy Thanksgiving everyone!  Kathy 
and I wish a happy, joyous and fun-filled 
Thanksgiving to all of our neighbors and 
your families. 
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Landscape Committee Notes 

LMP has a list of 26 stumps in the common areas that 
are to be ground.  They will also start grinding stumps 
on resident property for those who requested it.  The 
charge is confirmed at $65.  Each homeowner will 
receive an invoice and they will need to sign for the 
removal. 

The community will forego the second mulch 
installation due to the ongoing hurricane cleanup. 

Remember, yard waste for LMP to pick up cannot be 
put in plastic bags.  Please use a container, a paper 
yard waste bag or simply place it on the curb. 

Resodding yards will begin again soon.  Previously 
installed SOD that was improperly installed or died 
will be repaired.   
 
Front and back yards will continue to be mowed 
weekly through December.  Then the winter biweekly 
mowing schedule will start. 

Holiday Trash and Recycling Schedule 

If you’re like me, I can never remember which 
holidays have delayed trash and recycling dates. 

Sarasota County will not have trach pickup and 
recycling on the following holidays: 

 New Year’s Day 
 Independence Day 
 Labor Day 
 Thanksgiving 
 Christmas Day 
 
Service will be delayed one day for the remainder of 
the holiday week.  So instead of pickup on Thursday 
it will be Friday. 
 

Remember Your ARC 
 
Please remember that an approved ARC is required 
for all architectural and landscape changes to your 
property. 
 

Did You Know? 
 

Grapes Light on Fire in the Microwave 
 

 
 

Back in 2011, a physicist at the University of 
Sydney went viral after he placed a grape in the 
microwave and filmed the fiery aftermath. And 
oddly enough, scientists couldn't explain the 
phenomenon until quite recently. 
 
 A March 2019 study published in Proceedings of 
the National Academy of Sciences reported that 
the fruity fireball occurs as a result of the loose 
electrons and ions that cluster to form plasma 
when grapes get hot. 

Odds and Ends 
A big thank you goes out to Joyce Cekander who 
has co-chaired the Social Committee for several 
years.  She is now stepping down and we are 
looking for another volunteer to chair this fun 
committee. 
 
The mission of the committee is to provide 
activities for the enjoyment of the membership in 
a social setting.  Volunteers from the residents will 
organize and staff these activities.  Please contact 
one of the directors if you are interested. 
 
 
We have quite a few snow bird residents within 
the community.  With that in mind, one such 
resident is wondering if there is any interest in 
forming a group of permanent residents who 
could check on the snow bird’s homes while they 
are gone. 
 
I can facilitate with email only; this will not become 
a board program.  All details and fees if 
appropriate will be worked out between residents. 
 
 



Do Your Perennials Need a Fall Trim? 
From LMP Newsletter 

 
Now is the time to get an early start on dealing with insect and disease issues in the landscape, 
especially after all the rain we have had. Focusing on prevention rather than reacting to a 
disease and pest infestation when it happens makes for a healthy landscape come Spring.  
 
Trimming off the areas of a plant that gets a fungus or suers from a pest infestation is best 
because these areas are weaker and more susceptible to attracting pests. A little trimming goes 
a long way by helping prevent infestation by removing these diseased, dying limbs and leaving 
behind strong ones that are resilient against disease and infestation. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trimming your landscape plants keeps them shapely and at a perfect size to receive optimal 
nutrition. Landscape trimming is essential to ensuring your plants stay healthy and receive the 
nutrients they need to thrive and sustain themselves throughout the winter. A tree or other 
plant that is too large and contains dead or dying limbs cannot benefit from nutrients as much 
as a healthy, trimmed plant. Dying and diseased branches compete with the rest of the plant 
and steal nutrients from it in a last-ditch effort for themselves. Rather than feeding your plants' 
lively, healthy parts, nutrients like fertilizer, water, food, and light get split between the healthy 
and dying limbs. When this happens, the rest of your plant suers. Trimming these branches o 
will drastically increase your plant's health and reduce waste. 
 
Overgrown landscapes that don't receive proper trimming tend to decrease in growth as time 
goes on. Cutting o dead branches and flower heads makes room for new growth when Spring 
returns.  You may wonder whether you cut back on perennials in the Fall or Spring. The time to 
prune perennials depends on the type of plant you have and its health. Some perennials benefit 
from fall trimming and pruning to keep their forms shapely and encourage new growth; getting 
the timing right is tricky. But before you prune, know what type of plant you're working with, 
and understand how it grows. If you are curious about whether to prune a specific plant, get in 
touch to chat with one of our arborists to see if it would be a benefit. 
 

 



 Men’s Lunch 

 

Thanks to Sam Hess for re-energizing and 
coordinating the community Men’s Lunch.  Nine 
gents met at Pop’s Sunset Grill for a very 
enjoyable time.   

The lunch is held every 2nd Tuesday of the month.  
If you are interested in attending, please contact 
Sam at samhess0742@gmail.com. 

Additionally, Sam is looking for volunteers to co-
chair this event to help with finding restaurants 
and making reservations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ladies’ Lunch 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The community Ladies’ lunch is always very well 
attended.  It is held on the 2nd Tuesday of the 
month.  If you are interested in attending, please 
contact Roseann Santiago at 
BigMamaRosie58@gmail.com. 
 
Be sure to check out the community website to see 
all of the social activities available. 
 
 
 
 
 


