
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AROUND THE BEND 
Your Willowbend Community Newsletter 

September, 2022 

 
Explore Your Community Website 

Thank you to all who provided feedback on our first 
newsletter.  Many requested adding helpful 
information to future editions, but much of the 
information you’ve requested is already compiled 
and available on the Willowbend website.  First let 
me say that the Board knows that our website is in 
desperate need of an overhaul.  Creating a new 
website is beyond our current capability, but it’s 
important and on our radar. 

Here’s what you can find there: 
 
Approved Plant and Paint Lists 
Community Committees 
Public and Resident Directories 
Social Activities and Points of Contact 
Important Phone Numbers and Links 
Community Forms 
Legal Documents 
Board and Committee Minutes 
Community Budget 
And a lot more! 
 
The website is https://willowbendcommunity.com.  
You must have resident access to view the 
restricted pages and to control your personal 
information available in the directories.  Please 
contact Marshall Hestenes at hestenes@msu.edu if 
you do not currently have this access. 
 
 
 
 
 

Conmmunity Contract Renewals 

As you’ve probably heard the HOA is in the process of 
renewing its two largest contracts, Landscaping and 
Cable.  The board received three proposals based on 
our RFP with the following evaluation results: 
 
  Duval   $399K 
  Impact  $442K 
  LMP  $441K 
 
Duval offered the lowest price, but this raised a 
concern because it was dramatically lower than the 
other two proposals.  This company could not begin 
performance until January 2023 and only offered a 
one-year contract.  For these reasons they were not 
considered for the new contract. 
 
The proposals from Impact and LMP were separated 
by $509 with LMP offering the lowest price.  LMP was 
chosen because it offered the lowest price; changes 
made to LMP’s management team overseeing our 
contract improved their performance greatly and 
finally our evaluators cited poor past performance 
issues they experienced with Impact personnel. 
 
The Board feels very comfortable with this unanimous 
decision and we think we’ll continue to see good 
performance with a renewed LMP contract. 
 
The Board is still working on the cable contract 
renewal.  The only viable option is to renew with 
Frontier Communications and we have submitted our 
letter of intent to continue their service.   Both of the 
options being considered will greatly increase the 
internet upload/download speeds.  More to come 
after the October Board meeting. 
 
 



 Get to Know Your Neighbors 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Although new to Willowbend and Florida, the Sanidas family actually settled in Osprey in 2020 with the arrival of 
our oldest son Peter, his wife Kelli, and our two grandchildren Piper and Liam. Carrie and I followed with our 
Black Lab, Coco, in October 2021 to the Willowbend community. 
 
Carrie and I spent the majority of our lives in the ‘Region’ of NW Indiana. For the last 35 years, we lived in rural 
Valparaiso on 70+ acres of Carrie‘s family land. Yes, neighbors have been a newer experience for us. 
 
Both Carrie and I are retired lifelong educators. Carrie spent her years as a middle school science teacher in 
Portage, Indiana, and I split my years, first as an English teacher and then as as administrator in Portage. My final 
seven years were spent as a principal in Grant Park, Illinois. 
 
Coco just turned six last month and has adapted quite well to the Florida human neighbors and sunshine. She 
spent her early years on the family land among the indigenous critters of our area: coyotes, fox, plenty of deer 
and birds that certainly kept her active. 
 
Carrie and I love to travel and hike; we look forward to continue doing so, especially after the weather cools. 
Carrie is an avid reader and enjoys beach yoga as well as her standup paddleboard. I play golf, fish and dabble in 
photography. We both enjoyed our freshwater kayaks up north and spent many summers on a small lake in 
Michigan, both fishing and paddling with friends. 
 
Carrie and I want to thank the Willowbend Community for making our transition to Florida as smooth and 
seamless as we could have imagined. We have felt welcome from day one, have appreciated the local 
recommendations, and have enjoyed the friendly ‘hello’s on our walks with Coco. She, by the way, also thanks 
you all for the ‘loving’ and occasional treats during her morning and afternoon treks.  
 
Thanks again to all of Willowbend for helping us feel at home. 
 
NOTE:  I realized that after being here for 5 years there are so many Willowbend neighbors that I recognize by 
sight but I may not know their name or anything about them.   I encourage you to share your story with our 
neighbors.  There is no set format, just whatever information you are comfortable sharing.  Please send your 
information to me at willowbendsecretary1@gmail.com.  Thanks to Tom and Carrie for being the first! 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Landscape Committee News 
Helpful Hint: LMP will collect your yard waste placed 
neatly at the end of your driveway. Please 
containerize what you can but NO PLASTIC BAGS will 
be picked up. Use an empty garbage can or paper bags 
purchased at hardware stores. 

Pond Health 
As a community we can contribute to the health of 
our ponds. Our ponds hold oxygen that is vital to the 
life of our aquatic friends. If you have lived through a 
fish kill on one of the ponds understand that it is 
caused by the depletion of oxygen in the water. This 
happens when excess runoff of water and grass 
clippings are allowed into our ponds. Our pond health 
depends on reducing the factors that pollute the 
water. 
 
Your lawn and garden plants are fertilized by LMP 
using mixtures that meet the criteria provided by law 
and best ecological practices. Adjunct fertilization by 
the homeowner is unnecessary and simply allow 
excess nitrogen and phosphorus to sink into ground- 
water that is transferred to the pond through runoff. 
 
Grass that is mowed or string trimmed to the water’s 
edge and throws grass clippings into the pond is an 
absolute disaster for the water. Grass mats float on 
the water and foul the shore line. The nitrogen and 
phosphorus released into the water will destroy the 
health of the pond and aquatic life.  Our vendor 
Beautiful Ponds is responsible for treating our ponds 
to keep them healthy. Your landscape committee 
works on your behalf and firmly recommends on 
behalf of the entire community grass buffers be 
allowed to grow up to 18” in height and a minimum of 
12” in depth. 
 
Over the past several months we have done this and 
our pond health has been excellent. Unfortunately our 
contractor has not met their obligation in keeping 
these buffers trimmed down in the manner planned. 
The landscape committee is ready to hold LMP to the 
task but to do so we must have the support of the 
community. 
 
NOTE:  LMP is currently trimming around the ponds as 
directed by the Board of Directors and we continue to 
work towards a solution for the health of our ponds 
and the aesthetic appearance our residents want. 

Got Mosquitos? 

Tony Nacinovich 
 

I’m so sweet, mosquitoes are naturally attracted to 
me! If there are ten people in a room and one 
mosquito, I’d get bitten 10 times!  Because we seem 
to have so many, Ellen decided to call the County 
Mosquito Control to make sure we were receiving the 
county’s preventative actions. The agent was great 
and ran tests including water in the preserve which 
has a good population of small gambusia—small 
mosquito larva eating fish. The agent’s most practical 
advice was to eliminate standing water where 
skeeters breed. We should drain planters and 
anywhere water accumulates especially now in the 
rainy season.  
 
Mosquito Management also suggested the general 
application of Mosquito Bits available from 
Amazon. By sprinkling Mosquito Bits, one can quickly 
annihilate the larval population—get the skeeters 
before they mature. The product is corn cob granules 
coated in a killing bacterium and is harmless to pets 
and humans. The Bits don’t last long but provide a 
punch, eradicating the source. A weekly reapplication 
is necessary. Follow the label instructions. The 
Mosquito Bits control in plant beds or pots, 
too! Just sprinkle on the soil's surface, add a few 
granules to bromeliad cups or mixed with potting soil 
prior to planting. 
 
Lastly, those electric bug zappers don’t kill mosquitos. 
The light does attract them, as I learned the hard 
way.  
 
This is neither a recommendation nor an 
endorsement. We use the product and it seems to 
work. 
 
Happy swatting! 
 
 
 

 
 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Willowbend Oktoberfest will soon be here again!  
 
When:  Octobers 22 starting at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Where:  The community pool area. 
 
Paper plates and plastic tableware will be 
provided.  Please bring a dish for the sharing 
table and your own chair if you wish.   
    
RSVP to:  joycecekander@yahoo.com by October 
13th with the number of residents in your home 
who will be attending.  Please advise whether 
you prefer brats or hotdogs when you respond. 

A big thank you to the Social Committee for 
organizing this annual event.  And a special 
thank you to Joyce Cekander for providing the 
brats and hot dogs.   

 

 

Hurricane Preparation 

Here we go again with a potential storm heading our way. 
Those of us who have been through this before know the 
path and strength of the storm will change several times 
over the next few days.   
 
Here is a good checklist from Sarasota County if you plan 
on staying here. 

Checklist for Sheltering in Place 

 Clean bathtub or other large containers and 
fill with water. 

 Drinking water, one gallon per person, per 
day, for at least three days. 

 Canned food and a can opener. 
 Paper items. 
 Baby needs. 
 Medications, prescriptions and a first aid kit. 
 Battery-operated television or radio, 

flashlight and extra batteries. 
 Cash (ATMs may be out-of-service). 
 Pet supplies. 
 Photocopies of important documents (birth 

certificate, license and insurance). 
 Full tank of gasoline in your car. 

Keep up with the latest information at Hurricane 
Preparedness | Sarasota County, FL (scgov.net). 
 
Please be mindful that while we have a lot of hurricane 
preparation veterans in the community, we also have a lot 
of families new to the gulf coast and hurricanes.  Share 
what you have learned over the years with your neighbors.   
 
We also have residents who may be physically unable to 
properly secure outside items.   Lending a hand not only 
helps your neighbor but it also protects the community 
from additional flying debris. 


