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Ground Covers

Description

Description

DescriptionNymphaea odorata - White Water Lily

Nelumbo lutea - American Lotus

Nuphar lutea - Yellow Water Lily

This aquatic plant grows in shallow water and 

wetlands. The flower is a solitary 2ï4 cm 

diameter with numerous small yellow petals. 

Flowering is from June to September. The 

flower is followed by a green bottle-shaped 

fruit.

American lotus is an emergent aquatic plant. It 

grows in lakes and swamps, as well as areas 

subject to flooding. Mature plants range in 

height from 2.6 to 4.9 ft. 

Flowering begins in late spring and may 

continue into the summer. 

The leaves are round with a waxy upper 

coating that is water-repellent. The flowers 

also float. They are have prominent yellow 

stamens and many white petals. The flowers 

open each day and close again each night and 

are very fragrant. 
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Well known in cultivation and has a reputation 

for withstanding neglect, giving rise to its 

common name of cast-iron plant. It is tolerant 

of low light, low humidity, temperature 

fluctuation and irregular watering. It is best 

situated in a position away from direct sun to 

avoid leaf bleaching. Good drainage is also 

required for optimal growth and to avoid root 

rot. The species is not seriously troubled by 

insects, however mites and scale may cause 

occasional problems. 

Foliage takes different shapes, from needle-

thin to broad and flat, symmetrical to 

irregular, spiky to soft. Leaf colors range from 

maroon, through shades of green, to gold. 

Varieties may have leaves with red, yellow, 

white and cream variations. Others may be 

spotted with purple, red, or cream, while 

others have different colors on the tops and 

bottoms of the leaves.

Some bromeliads are faintly scented, while 

Aspidistra elatior - Cast-Iron Plant Description

Spathoglottis plicata- Ground Orchid

Bromileads

Description

It is a terrestrial orchid with considerable 

horticultural value: rather easy and forgiving 

in cultivation, good stature, showy flowers and 

exceptionally fast growing. The leaves grow 

between 2-3 ft and rather slim - up to 2.7ò 

wide - tapering to a point. Their colour varies 

from yellow-green to dark-green. Because 

they're thin in thickness and growing upright 

they tend to arch rather gracefully.

Description

Ground Covers
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A perennial, creeping herb. The leaves of this 

plant are succulent, smell of lemon if crushed, 

and relatively thick. The flowers are blue, with 

five petals. 

It will grow above the water if given the chance 

with similar but waxy leaves and will even 

flower underwater occasionally.

Iris Virginica - Blue Flag Iris Description

Virginia iris is a perennial plant. The slightly 

fragrant flowers. Each plant has 2 to 6 flowers 

that bloom from April to May upon a single, 

erect,  tall stalk. The stalk is sometimes 

branched and has a slight zigzag appearance. 

The plant has 2 to 4 bright green leaves that 

are flattened. Leaves are 1 ï 3 cm wide and are 

sometimes longer than the flower stalk. 

Canna flaccida -  Yellow Canna Description

An aquatic species, with narrow, blue-green 

leaves, very pretty, large, lightly perfumed, 

canary yellow flowers growing in clusters at 

the tops of long stalks. The lip of the flower is 

wavy. Flowers emerge in the evening and 

wither in the heat of the following day. It can 

grow as a marginal plant in up to about 15cm 

of still or slow-moving water.

Bacopa caroliniana - Bacopa Description

Ground Covers
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Usually gamagrass is 2ï3 feet tall. Seed 

producing season of the grass is from June to 

September.  The soil that is most suitable is 

moist. The plant can adapt in not only the 

moistened soil but also drained soil due to a 

great tolerance of salt compared to other 

species. 

Tripsacum floridanum- Dwf. Fakahatchee Description

Spartina bakeri-  Sand Cordgrass Description

It is native to the southeastern United States.

This species forms dense bunches up to 20 feet 

wide with stems up to 4 feet tall. The wiry 

leaves are light green on the undersides and 

darker on top.

This grass grows in aquatic and semiaquatic 

habitat, including beaches and ponds, and it 

can tolerate flooding. It can be grown as an 

ornamental.

Tripsacum dactyloides- Gamagrass Description

Ground Covers

Up to 3 feet tall. Fast rate of growth.  Full sun 

to partial shade

Fair salt tolerance; good drought tolerance, 

although prefers rich, damp, well-drained soil

Perennial, dense, compact, ornamental, clump-

forming grass; at least as wide as tall.

A miniature version of Fakahatchee Grass. 

Evergreen in South Florida.
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Hymenocallis spp. - Spider Lily Description

Ground Covers

"The perfect perennial" due to its dazzlings 

colors, ability to tolerate drought, and 

requiring very little care. Daylilies thrive in full 

sun, although certain daylilies require partial 

shade, depending on color. Lighter shades 

require the sun to bring out all of their color. 

Darker daylilies need shade because their 

darker colors absorb heat.

Daylilies have a relatively short blooming 

period, depending on the type of daylily. 

White, or bright blue, funnel-shaped flowers.  

During the summer they require plenty of 

water and are very effective on the margins of 

lakes or by running streams, where they 

thrive. 

Agapanthus africanus - African lily Description

Hemerocallis spp. - Daylily

The plants have large spectacular flowers. 

They like good drainage and grow well in a soil 

rich with organic matter.                                                           

'Alligator lily' (Hymenocallis palmeri) is found 

in southern Florida and has a yellow center. 

Hymenocallis speciosa produces brilliant 

flowers from late summer to late autumn.

Description
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Liriope muscari- Liriope Description

Flowers 4 inches. Bloom Color: White

Bloom Time: Jun through Nov

Water Use: Medium Light Requirement: Part 

Shade Soil Moisture: Wet

Conditions Comments: Not fussy about the 

amount of sun or shade it gets. Will bloom in 

deep shade. 

Nephrolepis exaltata - Sword Fern Description

It is a perennial plant hardy in USDA plant 

hardiness zones 9-11. Although the fern may 

appear totally dead due to frost, it will re-

emerge in the spring. The fern likes damp, but 

not soggy soil that is rich in nutrients. It is 

tolerant to drought. The fern thrives best in 

humid conditions. This plant prefers partial 

shade or full shade.

Ideal conditions are moist, fertile soils with 

partial shade. However, lilyturf tolerates wide 

range of light and soil conditions. Lilyturf is 

also tolerant of heat, humidity, and drought. 

No serious diseases or pests occur for 

cultivated Liriope muscari.

Crinum americanum - String Lily Description

Ground Covers



7

DescriptionLantana spp. - Lantana

Sea Ox-Eye Daisy is an evergreen, low shrub 

usually 1 m or less in height with stem 

diameters of 1 cm, which forms mounds and 

mats.

The stems are gray with white, brittle wood. 

The simple leaves are fleshy and yellow-green, 

light-green, or gray-green and 3 to 8 cm long. 

The foliage is resinous and aromatic. 

Arachis glabrata - Perennial Peanut Description

Grows successfully on well-drained soils 

ranging from sands to clays.  Prefers acid soils 

but tolerates neutral to slightly alkaline soils  

It is extremely drought tolerant.  Generally can 

grow in moderate shade

Lantana includes both herbaceous plants and 

shrubs growing to 1.6ï6.6 ft tall. 

Lantana's aromatic flower clusters are a mix of 

red, orange, yellow, or blue and white florets.  

The flowers typically change color as they 

mature, resulting in inflorescences that are 

two- or three-colored.

Borrichia frutescens - Sea Ox-eye Daisy Description

Ground Covers
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Bulbine is mostly dormant in summer, 

blooming in the spring, and then again in 

autumn although somewhat less.  They do not 

need any special attention or treatment, and 

build strong roots in a couple of months. 

Yellow and Orange flowering varieties.

Ground Covers

Ophiopogon japonicus - Mondo grass Description

It is an evergreen perennial plant. The flowers 

are white to pale lilac. The fruit is a blue berry. 

Provides an excellent groundcover. Several 

cultivars have been selected, including 'Albus' 

(white flowers), 'Compactus' and 'Kyoto 

Dwarf' (dwarf forms), and 'Silver Mist' 

(variegated, with white-striped leaves). It 

grows well in full sun or partial shade. 

Bulbine frutescens - Bulbine Description

Muhlenbergia capillaris - Muhly Grass Description

Muhly grass prefers a mildly acid organic soil. 

Its advantages for cultivation include being 

disease resistant, tolerant of shade, and easy to 

maintain with annual pruning.  Although 

tolerant of dry spells, it appreciates extra 

water in cultivation.  It is a known attractant 

for beneficial insects such as ladybug beetles 

as well as being an excellent garden plant 

because of its low maintenance and general 

beauty. 



-Purple Fountain Grass

-Dwarf Mexican Petunia

8A

Spectacular, low-growing, heat-tolerant 

perennial with profusions of violet, light pink 

or white flowers. Highly pest resistant. Quickly 

fills in as a ground cover.

Ground Covers
Pennisetum setaceum - rubrum Description

Fountain grass makes a dramatic statement 

anywhere in the landscape. Use it as a 

foundation plant, a specimen, in a group, or in 

a border. It fits in a desert garden or a rock 

garden or a low-maintenance area. It makes a 

striking accent in perennial beds. It can be 

used as a ground cover. It's good for median 

strips, parking lot borders and erosion control. 

Ruellia brittoniana Description
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Vines

Lonicera sempervirens - Coral Honeysuckle Description

It is an evergreen twining climber growing to 

20 ft or more through shrubs and young trees. 

The flowers are bright red to pinkish-red, and 

pollinated by Ruby-throated Hummingbirds 

and insects.

Hedera canariensis - Algerian Ivy Description

It is an evergreen perennial climbing shrub or 

bush, growing to 20ï30 m high where suitable 

surfaces are available, and also growing as 

ground cover where there are no vertical 

surfaces. 

The leaves of Hedera canariensis are broad 

glossy dark green in color and a little leathery. 

The flowers are greenish and the fruits, 

globular and black when ripe. 

It produces long tubular flowers which are red 

and yellow and frequently have a mocha 

fragrance. The leaves are dark green to almost 

purple and produced as opposite pairs with 

terminal tendrils. The vine often climbs very 

high, with leaves only remaining on the 

uppermost portion of the plant.

Bignonia capreolata - Cross Vine Description



10

Tecoma capensis - Cape Honeysuckle

Vines

It is often used for hedging.  It can be planted 

in semi-shade to full sun. To keep this shrub 

clean and tidy, it must be pruned back in late 

winter to promote new growth and flowers. 

The application of a balanced fertilizer after 

pruning will enhance the growth and 

flowering.

Flowering time for this shrub is often year 

round. Flowers vary from red, deep orange, 

yellow to salmon. 

Description

Vitis rotundifolia - Muscadine Grape Description

They are well adapted to their native warm 

and humid climate; they need fewer chilling 

hours than better known varieties and they 

thrive on summer heat.  Berries range from 

bronze to dark purple to black in color when 

ripe. 

Flowers have five bluish-white petals. The 

flower normally blooms in July.

It thrives in areas with lots of available 

sunlight. It is not found in shady areas beneath 

a forest canopy.

Passiflora incarnata - Passion Flower Description



- Confederate Jasmine
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Vines

It can grow to 3ï6 m high when given suitable 

climbing support in trees. The leaves are 

evergreen and lustrous dark green. The 

flowers are yellow, sometimes with an orange 

center, and trumpet-shaped. Its flowers are 

strongly scented and produce nectar that 

attracts a range of pollinators.

Gelsemium sempervirens - Yellow Jasmine Description

Trachelospermum jasminoides Description

Wisteria frutescens - Wisteria Description

It can grow up to 15m long over many 

supports. It produces dense clusters of blue-

purple flowers in late spring to early summer. 

The foliage consists of shiny, dark-green 

leaves. Wisteria prefers moist soils. It is 

considered shade tolerant, but will flower only 

when exposed to partial or full sun. 

Used as a climbing vine, a groundcover, and a 

fragrant potted plant on terraces and patios. It 

will flower in full sun, partial shade, or total 

shade, and requires well-drained soil, 

moderate water, moderate fertilizer, and a 

climbing structure.



          -Dwarf Confederate Jasmine
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Vines

Easy Care Plant Groundcover Evergreen

Light needs:  Partial to full sun

Water Needs:  Needs regular watering - 

weekly, or more often in extreme heat.

Average landscape size:  As a groundcover; 1 to 

2 ft. high, spreading to 10 to 12 ft.

Flower attributes:  Fragrant, Showy Flowers

Trachelospermum asiaticum Description



-American Beautyberry

-Dwarf Yaupon Holly
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Small Shrubs

Callicarpa americana Description

A moist clay or sand enriched with organic 

matter. It will fruit most abundantly in full sun 

but may be grown in light shade. The plant 

needs minimal care once its roots are 

established. Relatively insignificant flowers 

develop into prolific bright violet to magenta 

berry-like fruits which encircle the stem. 

Beautyberry is relatively disease and pest free.

The dense, rounded form requires infrequent 

pruning to maintain its 4- to 6-foot height and 

spread . Ideally suited as a low-growing 

foundation plant, Schillings dwarf holly works 

well as a tall groundcover because it forms a 

low, dense cover of green foliage when planted 

in mass. Can be sheared into low hedges in 

formal gardens, similar to the boxwoods in the 

early American gardens. The small, dark green 

leaves have a reddish cast when they are young 

and no spines. 

Ilex vomitoria 'Shilings' Description

Semi-evergreen shrub with a weeping form. 

The flowers of many cultivars are sweetly 

fragrant. Flower colors may be purple, white, 

pink, or red.

Likes well drained, average soil. They thrive in 

fairly dry conditions once established. Best in 

full sun to part sun.

Buddleja davidii - Butterfly Bush Description
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Small Shrubs

Acalypha hispida - Chenille Description

It can grow to be five to twelve feet tall, and 

have a spread of three to six feet. The flowers, 

which range in color from purple to bright red, 

grow in clusters along catkins. 

A small tree or bushy shrub with long, glossy, 

oblong leaves. Crown narrow, rounded; 

branches slender, upright. Flowers are small 

and white, appearing in dense, terminal 

clusters.   

Ardisia escallonoides - Marlberry Description

Deals well with salt-laden winds, making it a 

good choice for coastal areas. It produces 

shiny, deep green leaves and snowy white 

flowers whose perfumed scent intensifies at 

night. They bloom for months at a time. The 

ornamental plump, round, crimson berries 

appear in summer and fall (autumn) at the 

same time as the blooms. 

Carissa macrocarpa 'Boxwood Beauty' Description
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Small Shrubs

Queen Emma Crinum Lily Description

Sun Exposure: Sun to Partial Shade

Bloom Color:Pink, Rose/Mauve, Purple

Bloom Time:Late Springthrough Mid Summer

Foliage: Blue-Green Shiny/Glossy

Size: 3' by 3'

Lyonia lucida - Shiny Lyonia Description

This shrub can grow to 12 feet in height and 

just as wide. The leathery leaves are alternately 

arranged on scaly twigs. The flowers which are 

usually pink but may be white or red. Grows in 

shrubby bogs, wet savannas, conifer swamps, 

and scrub. It prefers acidic, saturated soils rich 

in organic matter. It may grow in shady 

understories but it does well in full sun.

Jasminum multiflorum - Downy Jasmine Description

Downy jasmine is fast-growing and easy to 

cultivate in acidic to alkaline soils.

Light: Full sun to partial shade.

Moisture: Moderately drought tolerant. 



16

"Trinette" is the most commonly grown 

variegated cultivar. The all-green variety 

grows faster and larger and is included in the 4-

6 foot shrubs section. Charmingly pretty as an 

accent, foundation planting, or in a garden 

bed, this dwarf schefflera can add tropical flair 

to an otherwise ho-hum landscape. It can be 

grown to highlight other plants or stand out as 

star of the show with its bright yellow and 

green foliage.

Small Shrubs

Rosa 'Radrazz' - Knockout Rose Description

This shrub rose set a new standard in disease 

resistance with little to no maintenance 

required. The bloom cycle produces rich 

cherry red/hot pink blooms that will continue 

until the first hard frost. Black spot resistant, 

drought tolerant and self-cleaning, this rose 

suits every garden and every lifestyle.

Croton spp. - Croton Description

Few other plants can surpass them in both 

foliage color and leaf shape variation. Leaf 

colors range from reds, oranges and yellows to 

green with all combinations of variegated 

colors. Leaf shapes vary from broad and 

elliptical to narrow and almost linear. Leaf 

blades range from flat to cork-screw-shaped. 

Schefflera arboricola - Arboricola Description



-Dwarf Walter's Viburnum
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Partial to full sun Needs regular watering - 

weekly, or more often in extreme heat.

Compact shrub or small tree 4 to 5 ft. tall and 

wide. Flower color:  White

Blooms:  Spring  Foliage color:  Dark Green

A shade tolerant medium-sized shrub native to 

Florida. It produces "small, red, ellipsoid 

berry" that resemble "the true coffee bean" in 

shape and attract birds.Its maximum height 

ranges from approximately 4-10 feet.  The 

shiny, dark green foliage gives a rich texture to 

any landscape. The small, white flower occurs 

terminally on the branchlets during the warm 

months of the year. 

Psychotria nervosa - Wild Coffee Description

Shrub growing to 3.3ï9.8 ft tall.  The leaves 

are simple and secrete a resinous substance. 

The flowers are yellow to orange-red and 

produced in panicles. 

Viburnum obovatum 'Densa' Description

Small Shrubs
Dodonaea viscosa - Varnish Leaf Description



- Sandankwa Viburnum
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It is a compact, perennial shrub. It grows up to 

3.7m in height.  The coarse leaves are dark 

green and densely cover the shrub.  Small 

tubular flowers are borne on the ends of new 

branches in the spring, and sporadically 

appear in the summer. They are white to pale 

pink, followed by small red berries in the fall 

that attract wildlife.

This plant is attractive to bees, butterflies 

and/or birds.  Drought-tolerant; suitable for 

xeriscaping.  Average Water Needs; Water 

regularly; do not overwater!  Bloom Color: 

Bright Yellow  Sun Exposure: Full Sun  

Height:  4-6 ft.

Galphimia gracilis - Thyralis Description

Gardenia jasminoides is a shrub with greyish 

bark and dark green shiny evergreen leaves 

with prominent veins. The white flowers 

bloom in spring and summer and are highly 

fragrant. 

Viburnum suspensum Description

Small Shrubs
Gardenia jasminoides - Gardenia Description


